Concurrent total hip and knee replacements in a patient with haemophilia with inhibitors using recombinant factor VIIa by continuous infusion.
The introduction of activated recombinant factor VIIa (rFVIIa) has allowed elective surgery to be safely performed in haemophiliacs with inhibitors. The main problems associated with its use are the short half-life, necessitating frequent intravenous injections, and its very high cost. Here we describe, for the first time, the performance of total hip and knee replacements in a haemophiliac with inhibitors at the same operation. The amount of rFVIIa concentrate used (8.57 mg) was similar to that normally used for a single joint replacement. The use of continuous infusion allowed for easier administration and further contributed to the reduction in cost as it avoids the peak levels associated with bolus injections.